
Knights and Castles
Magic Tree House Research Guide 2

Do your own activities, projects, and research as you join Jack and Annie 
learning about the world of knights and castles. 
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Magic Tree House Research Guide 2
Knights and Castles

Chapter 1 "The Middle Ages" Pages 12 - 19

1. ___  The Middle Ages began around

2. ___  The period of history called the Middle 
Ages is so named because

3. ___  Medieval is Latin for

4. ___  Most wars and fighting were about

5. ___  Most of the land in Europe belonged to

6. ___  A king's land was called a

7. ___  Land ruled for a king was called

8. ___  Men who ruled land for the king

9. ___  Soldiers who fought for the king

10. ___  People who worked on the manor and had
         very little rights.

11. ___  The system of trading use of land for
          loyalty and work 

12. ___  Rich people were known as

A. middle age

B. 450 A.D.

C. nobles

D. barons or lords

E. land

F. serfs

G. kings

H. kingdom

I. knights

J. it was between ancient
times and modern times

K. fiefs or manors

L. feudal system

13. Number the people of a kingdom in order from most powerful to least powerful.

___  knights          ___  serfs          ___  king          ___  baron

14. Do you think the feudal system was fair? yes no
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The Medieval Banner

During the early Middle Ages warriors had a hard time trying to identify who they were fighting in battles 
and tournaments. The knights of the 1100's decided to solve this problem by creating special designs 
called Coat of Arms for their shields. The knight picked almost any design he liked including pictures of 
lions, dragons, eagles, falcons, crowns, diamonds, and other shapes.  Coat of Arms were later added to 
tunics and shoulder guards worn by the knights. They were also embroidered or woven onto banners that 
were carried by the knights into battle. 

Fathers passed down their Coat of Arms to their oldest sons. Younger sons wore a version of their 
father's arms. The rule was that the younger son had to change the design somewhat. If the warrior died 
without a male heir, his daughter was allowed to combine her father's coat of arms with her husband's.

Design your own shield.  For ideas,
check out the site called
Shields, Knights, and Heraldry. 
You can print out designs here.
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http://www.yourchildlearns.com/heraldry.htm
http://www.yourchildlearns.com/megamaps/heraldry_shield.html

